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Significant Kansas History

Â Files begin in 1880's

Â Mandatory permitting 1907

Â Common drinking cup banned 1909

Â Surface water filtration required 1910

Â Mandatory bacteriology monitoring 1920

Â Mandatory chemical monitoring 1940

Â Mandatory disinfection early 1950's
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Public Health -Multiple 

Barriers

Â Good source

Â Good design and construction

Â Good operation

Â Mandatory disinfection

Â Good management

Â Standards and monitoring
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Federal History

Â Pre 1974

Â 1974 and later
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Pre 1974

Â No national law regulating drinking 
water quality

Â US Public Health Service set 
recommended standards

Â No federal enforcement

Â State responsibility
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Interstate Quarantine Act 
of 1893

---to make and enforce such regulations as 

in his [USPHS Director] judgment are 

necessary to prevent the introduction, 

transmission, or spread of communicable 

disease from foreign countries into the 

states or possessions, or from one state or 

possession into any other state or 

possession.
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USPHS Standards

Â 1912, banned common cup on 
interstate carriers.

Â First regulation under the 1893 Act

Â Amended several times resulting in 22 
recommended standards in 1962
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1974
Safe Drinking Water Act -SDWA

Â First national law regulating drinking water

Â National Primary Drinking Water Regulations 
(NPDWR)

Â States to enforce-Primacy

Â Responsibility shifted from USPHS to EPA

Â EPA adopted 22 USPHS Standards as Interim 
NPDWR.

Â Major amendments in 1986 and 1996
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Contaminants Regulated

Â Microorganisms 7

Â Disinfectant byproducts 4

Â Inorganic chemicals 16

Â Volatile organic chemicals 21

Â Synthetic organic chemicals 33

Â Radionuclides 4
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40 CFR PART 141

Â 1976                      7 Pages

Â 1985                    41 Pages

Â 1989                    91 Pages

Â 1991                  122 Pages

Â 2003                  226 Pages

Â 2007 252 Pages
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Public Water Supply System

KSA 65 -162a

Â Serves 25 or more people at least 60 
days per year, or

Â Has 10 or more service connections 

Â Includes source, treatment, pumping, 
storage, and distribution
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Two Types of Systems

Â Community public water supply-serves 
a residential population

Â City, rural water district, mobile home park

Â Non-community public water supply-
serves a non-residential population

Â School, factory, business
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Drinking Water 
Regulations

Â40 CFR Part 141 ñNational Primary 
Drinking Water Regulationsò---quality 
standards, enforceable

Â40 CFR Part 143 ñNational Secondary 
Drinking Water Regulationsò---aesthetic 
considerations, non -enforceable
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Kansas Water Systems

Â 901 Community public water supplies, 
serving a population of 2.56 million

Â 146 Non community systems

Â Approximately 200,000 Kansans get 
their water from private wells
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Kansas Community Water 

Supply Source Data

Number of Systems by Source

Ground 

Water, 

59%

Combined     

7%

Surface 

Water 

34%

Population Served by Source

Surface 

Water 

44%

Combined 

29%

Ground 

Water, 

27%
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Community Systems

Â 0-500                              466                   53

Â 501 -1000                        147                   16

Â 1001 - 3300                     200                   22

Â 3301 ï10,000                  57                     5

Â Over    10,000                31  4

901 100%
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Â6 largest 
systems serve 
50% of 
population
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Â895 smaller systems 
serve 50% of 
population
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