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A Joint Project of
PAWNEE WATERSHED JOINT DISTRICT NO. 81
and HORSETHIEF RESERVOIR BENEFIT DISTRICT




Early Beginnings

e 11,000 years ago — first inhabitants
« Encampment 7/000BC — 1000AD
« 500 AD — 1000 AD large settlement
e Carbon Dating 120AD-590AD

« 1800’s — Fort Larned exploration

e 1930's — CCC, WPA consideration

e 1950’s-60’s — Army Corps Engineers
1968 — Formation of Pawnee Watershed



Early Beginnings

e 1972 — Site 4-10 (Buckner) in Pawnee

Watershed District’'s General Plan (Replaced
several smaller structures)

e 1980 — Feasibility Study — Ks Conservation
Commission

e 1984 — Feasibllity Study Presented at DCCC
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Early Beginnings

e 1984 Forward

» develop lines of communications

develop funding plans - State Programs & Local Bond Issue
contact government review agencies

word out to public — public meetings

Maybe Eligible for Small Lakes Program?

PWS would not be in park management business



Early Beginnings

« 2001 — KWA Mtg Independence Ks

e July 11&12,2001 — Ask to include in FY2003 Kansas
Water Plan Site 4-10

e 2001 — Excel of Dodge City Donation
« $200,000 for engineering studies



Early Beginnings

e 2001 — HorseThief Reservoir Steering
Committee Meeting (aka Recreational Advisory Board)

(November 8, 2001)

 Laid out initial plans for park arrangement (2002)
» Later to become HorseThief Reservoir Benefit District

e 2003 — “Bash on the Buckner”
e June 21,2003




Early Site Names

e Buckner Lake
e Buckner Creek Dam

 Horse Thief Canyon Dam
(Already a dam on Horse Thief Canyon)

 Horse Thief Canyon Reservolir









Problems To Overcome

“A Tribute to Persistence”  (Groundbreaking 4-19-2008)

e 1985 — Submit Request for Permit to
Appropriate Water (bwRr)

e 1986 — Hydrologic Studies (site OK? — Gauging station)
e 1986 — Engineering Firms to Plan Structure

e 1991 - 1000+ SW Ks Citizens Sign Petition In
Support of Project

e 1995 — DWR Issue Permit to Appropriate
Water to PWS for HTR (Water Operations Plan to follow)

e 1997 — 404 Permit Issued



Problems To Overcome

“A Tribute to Persistence”

e 1996 - 2001 — 1560 Ac Land Purchase

e 2003 — 2004 Many Trips to Topeka

e 2004 — HorseThief Benefit District formed

(Via Kansas State Legislative Action) Indebtedness Authority

e 2004 — 2005 — Work to Pass Bond Issue

e 2005 — $10 million Bond Passed & $4.5 Mil Ks
e 2005 — Interlocal Agreement PWS & HTR BD
e 2007 — Bid Process Begins

e 2008 — Section 404 Permit Issued



On Going Issues

Prior to Water Permit & Land Purchase — A
linear progression — After that, not so

Beginning in Early 1980’s
» Approval by Kansas Historical Society
—Formal studies 1999-2008






On Going Issues

Beginning in Early 1980’s

e Secure Flood Easements to Top of Dam
—Contacts/Contracts 1987-2007
 Army Corps of Engineers and Clean
Water Act Section 404 Permit
—Permitting Process May 2005-March 2008
—Dealt with Corps, EPA, US Fish & Wildlife



On Going Issues

 Renewal of Permit to Appropriate Water
e On going after 1995

e 2001 — General Plan HorseThief Reservolir

Issued

e Contains plan to release water to satify downstream
water right holders

e Final Dam Design Plan
» Accepted 2007



Issues - Overcame

e 2008 — Groundbreaking April 19, 2008









Issues - Overcame

e 2008 — Max Jantz Excavation Inc
Construction Bid Accepted

e 2008 — Construction Begins May 2008






July 19,2008



July 19,2008


















Issues - Overcame

e 2009 — Construction Complete Mid Aug 2009


















Issues - Overcame

e 2009 — Lake Begins Filling — Sept 5,2009

(Large 8” rain in drainage area immediately above site)

e 2009 — State Approval to Close Valve

(September 8, 2009 closed - 13’ of water on tower)















Issues - Overcame

e 2009 — Dedication of HorseThief Reservoir
October 17, 2009















o Winter / Spring 2009 — 2010
 Park Facility Construction















e Park Opens June 27, 2010






























