Kansas Water Congress: July 31 T August 1, 2008

Utilization of Damage Funds

+

SB 89 Passed KS Legislature in 2008

Utilization of award funds from NE and/or CO from the Republican River Compact Settlement
Agreement

Basically provides funding in the basin for water conservation efforts via KWO

Northwest Kansas Groundwater Management District Board suggested a conservation Projects
Alliance be used to identify projects and make a cooperative, coordinated application on
behalf of the Upper Republican Basin (modeled after SW KS Ark River compact effort)

The idea was floated by 85 contacts in the 6-County region representing all major stakeholders

County Commissioners O Municipalities O Industries © Conservation Districts O RC & D s
Almena Irrigation District O Financial institutions © Upper Republican BAC O The animal
feeding industry © County Farm Bureaus O Ag Feed & Grain Associations O Environment

Fish & Wildlife © Economic Development Groups O Northwest Kansas Groundwater
Management District 4

The Upper Republican River Basin Conservation Projects Alliance was formed and has been
considering projects within the scope of SB 89
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John Arford, Economic Development, Norton U Wayne Bossert, GMD 4, Colby U Matt Bain, KDWP,
Colby U Spencer Schlepp, Conservation Districts, St. Francis U Dick Kelley, Business/Industry,
Oberlin @i Larry Maxwell, Banking/Finance, Colby U Bob Binning, Farm Bureaus, Atwood U Wayne
Hill, Cities, Goodland U Ralph Unger, Commissions, Oberlin U Sid Metcalf, URBAC, Danbury (i

Harlan House, Animal Feeders, Goodland U Herb Mattson, Feed & Grain, Colby { Duane Cheney,
RC&Ds, Colby



Kansas Water Congress: July 31 I August 1, 2008

Utilization of Damage Funds

The Alliance has met 3 times and is currently considering possible SB 89 conservation projects:

(1) Efficiency improvements to canals or laterals managed and paid for by an irrigation district or projects to
improve the operational efficiency or management of such canals or laterals;

(2) water use efficiency upgrades;
(3) implementation of water conservation of irrigation and other types of water uses;
(4) implementation of water management plans or actions by water rights holders;

(5) water measurement flumes, meters, gauges, data collection platforms or related monitoring equipment and
upgrades;

(6) artificial recharge, funding a water transition assistance program; the purchase of water rights for stream
recovery or aquifer restoration and cost share for state or federal conservation programs that save water;

(7) maintenance of the channel and the tributaries of the Republican river;

(8) reservoir maintenance or the purchase, lease, construction or other acquisition of existing or new storage
space in reservoirs;

(9) purchase, lease or other acquisition of a water right; and

(10) expenses incurred to construct and operate off-stream storage.
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Questions?

Does anyone have conservation project ideas?



